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Principal’s Message for February, 2018 
 

Winter is still upon us and I am sure I am not alone in wishing winter would leave us soon. The roads have been 
treacherous throughout the region and Silver Creek area roads are no exception. Drive safely everyone! 
 
We had a great week celebrating Unplug and Play and Family Literacy week last week. This yearly event is sponsored by 
the Literacy Alliance of the Shuswap Society and the school district and we hope you had a chance to participate in some 
of the events the community has to offer.  The school was abuzz with activity and celebrating play! 
 
Our winter recreation program recently wound up with our first ever cross country ski program and the annual Silver Star 
skiing and boarding sessions. A huge thank you to our sponsor teachers Mrs. Klassen and Mr. Ralston for organizing and 
supervising these valuable experiences.  
 
We hope many of you can join us for a night of support when we have our support team from the school district come and 
lead us through a presentation and discussion on “Attachment” and how this impacts our kids’ behaviour and anxiety. It 
will be held here at school February 13 at 6:30. Babysitting provided but please contact the school so we know how many 
babysitters to employ. Snacks provided as well.  
 
If you ever have any questions, concerns or just want to chat, feel free to give me a call, stop by the school or e-mail me at 
kmazur@sd83.bc.ca 
 
Sincerely, 
       
Kirsten Mazur 

Principal 

 
 

 



 
 
Bus Behaviour 
 

I am very concerned about the general bus behaviour on our afternoon bus ride home. There 
continues to be issues arising from yelling on the bus, kids moving seats while the bus is 
moving, swearing and disrespectful behaviour towards the adults on the bus. This has been an 
ongoing concern and we have taken measures to provide behaviour support to students and 
continuously review bus expectations with all students.  We have placed an Educational 
Assistant on the afternoon bus to provide behaviour support as well as to help the bus driver 
with general behavior management. The expectations are simple: ride the bus calmly and 
safely.   As many of us rode the bus as youngsters we can appreciate the privilege of having a 
ride to and from school and the need to follow the rules of the bus. Please review the following 
rules and expectations with your child. If our students can not follow these expectations, they 

will receive a bus memo and may lose their bus riding privileges.  
 

1. No one is to move seats at any time without the verbal permission from CEA or bus driver 
2. Sit in your assigned seat the whole time 
3. No one can walk down the aisle when the bus is stopped unless you are getting off the bus 
4. No one should be turning around in their seat or standing in their seat area 
5. Be calm, talk quietly and follow directions from the CEA or bus driver. 

 
Me to We at Silver Creek 
We have a very active group of leadership students working to make our school and community a better place. 
Under the direction of Mrs. Klassen, this group of kids from grade 1-8 meet weekly to plan school events and 
recently are planning a “Paying it Forward” lunch to residents of our community. This Friday they are making 
and serving soup and buns to local residents at the Silver Creek Hall. Looking forward to seeing new 

connections being made in our little community.  
 
 
School Goals 

Goal #1 To improve Reading 
We are pleased with our school wide buddy reading program where our younger students are paired with our 
older students to read together three times a week. We are thrilled that our sibling groups are now reading 
together at home after school and many partners have developed a respectful caring relationship that transfers 
to the playground. Mr. Ralston was quoted that this goal has created a “culture of reading” across the school 
and kids are excited to read new books and share their literary journeys with peers. We also began an 
intensive reading intervention practice with our struggling readers who read with a trained teacher three times 
a week beyond regular classroom instruction.  

 
Goal #2 To improve Behaviour  

We continue to work on our school goals and just finished two weeks of Caught Ya! Student recognition of kids 
who show respect for self, others and property. We awarded 24 small prizes to kids who were Caught doing 
the right thing. We will do another Caught Ya! Blitz near the end of February.  

Parking 
With the increased snow piling up in our parking lot, there is less room for staff and parent 
parking.  Please DO NOT BLOCK THE BUS LANE as we have two buses in the morning and 
one in the afternoon. The bus needs to park away from the fence to allow the wheel chair ramp 
to come down. We will be looking at changing the configuration of parking against the library to 
increase space once the snow melts. As always, be cautious of children walking to their parents’ 
car behind the bus.  

 
 
Basketball 
Basketball season is well under way with two teams: grade 4-5 and grade 6-7-8. Mrs. Klassen and 
Mr. Ralston are coaching the teams with help from parents to supervise and drive the team to away 
games. Come out and cheer on our Silver Creek players! 
 
Virtues 
This month we are focusing on Compassion and Friendship.  Our students are learning how to show these important 
virtues in school as well as at home and in the community.  
 
New School Website 
Every school in our district is getting a new home website. This will feature a weekly update section or blog as well as 
key information such as upcoming events, bell schedule, staff list and PAC information. I will let you know when the new 
site is live so you can check it out. It will also be linking our Facebook page and district twitter feeds.  



 
 
 

Parent Support Workshop #3 
Tuesday February 13   6:30-7:30 

A presentation and discussion on Attachment and Parenting using the work of Gordon 
Neufeld; a developmental psychologist and author of the book Hold on to Your Kids: Why 
Parents Need to Matter More Than Peers. Hosted by counsellor Jonaire Bowyer-Smythe.  

” In order for parenting to work, children including teenagers, must be in right relationship (attachment) to 
their parents. Nothing is more crucial or pivotal in parenting. Gordon Neufeld explains the concept of right 
relationship providing practical suggestions for parenting children of all ages with attachment in mind.” 

 

Come and join us at Silver Creek Elementary School. Babysitting will be available free of charge and 
snacks will be provided. Please phone the school to reserve your spot. 250-832-8282 

 
Silver Creek Clothing is back!  
School burgundy or navy t-shirts and hoodies are back on 
sale! We have added navy ball caps and toques as well. The 
design of our logo was created by Louise in grade 6 and we 
are proud to wear our spirit wear around the school and 
community. The items will be for sale to the general 
community very soon at a slightly higher price so get your 
new shirts and hoodies soon. Order forms are going home 
soon. Make cheque payable to Silver Creek Elementary before 
March16. Abudant Specialty Advertising, operated out of 
Salmon Arm is our supplier.  

 
Valentine’s Day 
Next Wednesday February 14 is Valentine’s Day. Classes will be acknowledging this day in various 
ways. Younger students enjoy exchanging valentine’s messages. Hot lunch will be served by our 
PAC that day. 

 
 
Art Fair 
The school district Art Fair begins soon with 15 of our intermediate students going to the Piccadilly mall to attend art 
workshops with local artists. Thanks to Mrs. Ralston for organizing our students and collecting art from all students to be 
on display at the mall beginning March 7-10. This program costs each school $100 and this is collected from the cultural 
fees that are part of your school fees.  
 

School Fees 
A large number of our students have not paid their student fees this year and this impacts the other 
activities the school usually pays for.  Please let us know if you need help to pay your child’s fees or pay 
what you can. Contact the school for the amount that is overdue. We appreciate your attention to this 
important matter.  
 

 
Swimming Lessons 

 
Swimming lessons for kindergarten to grade 5 students begin after spring break.  Swim 

days will be Thursdays April 5, 12, 19, 26 from 9-9:45 at the Salmon Arm pool.  The 
cost of this program is $20 per student to cover bus costs. Our PAC has agreed to once again pay for the lessons. 
Information will be coming home the beginning of March.  
  
 
Band Trip to Penticton 
Our amazing grade 6-7-8 band is off to Penticton on March 6 with teacher Mrs. Peters. The students will be playing in 
front of a judge and will receive feedback to improve their practice. They then will be an audience to hear an amazing 
accomplished jazz band. Mrs. Peters is very proud of these students. They have come a long way and sound like a classy 
group of musicians.  Have a wonderful trip kids! 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend our next PAC meeting Wednesday, February 14 at 2pm.  Babysitting will be provided.  
Our amazing PAC (that includes all our parents and guardians!) have purchased 5 more hokki stools for our classrooms, 
15 basketballs, 5 pairs of cross country skiis, a water filling station (over $2000) as well as support to individual 
classrooms for supplies. What a generous and hard working group! 
 
 
 

 
On the Horizon  
February 7: Gymnastics at Silver Creek begins 
February 9: Community ME to WE luncheon at the hall 
February 12: Family day holiday 
February 13: Parent Support Workshop 6:30  
February 14: PAC meeting at 2:00, PAC hot lunch 
February 23: Pro-D day, students do not attend school 
March 2: Super Bowl Friday hot lunch 
March 6: Grade 6-7-8 Band trip to Penticton 
March 7: Art Fair at Piccadilly Mall 
March 12: Ready, Set, Learn for 3 and 4 year olds,  1-2pm 
March 14: Second Term Reports go home, PAC meeting, PAC hot lunch 
March 16: last day before Spring Break,  Spring Break Out fun in the gym 
March 19-April 3: Spring Break vacation 
April 5: Swimming lessons for K-grade 5 begin 
April 26: Student Led Conferences  
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Community Information 
 
 

The Board of Education of School District No. 83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) PO Box 129 ~ 341 
Shuswap St. S.W. ~ Salmon Arm, BC, V1E 4N2 ~ Phone: (250) 832 2157  
  
School District No. 83 Seeking Professional Tradesmen to share expertise with secondary students  
The North Okanagan-Shuswap School District is searching for skilled tradesmen preferably with Red Seal Endorsement in 
the area of Auto Body0, Metalwork and/or Woodworking to help deliver Technology Education to students.  
Salmon Arm Secondary is looking for a part-time Carpenter or Joiner to teach Woodwork.  
A.L. Fortune Secondary is seeking a full time Motor Vehicle Body Repairer and/or Metal Fabricator to teach in the area 
of Auto Body and Metalwork for their shop and Auto Body Program. A.L. Fortune Secondary is currently offering a 
"Youth Train in Trades" program in Auto Body in partnership with Vancouver Community College. The incumbent would 
be expect to regularly consult with college staff.  
Successful candidates would be hired on a Letter of Permission from the Teacher Regulation Branch in order to be able 
to provide their trade’s expertise to students.  
If you are interested in this opportunity, please send your resume at apply@sd83.bc.ca.  
If you would like to further explore this opportunity, please contact Human Resources at 250.804.7843 or inquire by 
email at apply@sd83.bc.ca. 

 
 

 

Teacher Replacements On-Call Wanted at School District No. 83  
Due to a shortage of certified teachers, The North Okanagan-Shuswap School District is looking to hire individuals 
without a teaching certificate to replace absent teachers. Successful applicants will be working on-call.  
Teacher Replacements are needed at the Elementary, Middle and Secondary Level with specialized disciplines such as 
Music, Arts Education, French Immersion, Applied Design, Skills and Technologies, Mathematics & Science, English 
Language Arts, Social Studies and Physical and Health Education.  
Teacher Replacements will perform the normal duties of a teacher such as instruction, supervision, lesson preparation 
and marking for the day’s assignments. It is expected that they will follow directions provided by the regular classroom 
teacher and the school Principal.  
Successful applicants will have:  
 A university degree;  
 Experience working with children or youth in a formal position or as a volunteer;  
 The ability to connect with students;  



 Strong interpersonal, communication and collaboration skills;  
 Demonstrated ability to organize and safely manage groups of children;  
 To complete a criminal record check prior to employment.  
 

Please submit an application including a cover letter, resume and copy of Academic Transcripts, Certificates and/or 
Diplomas and three professional references at apply@sd83.bc.ca . 
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