
SILVER CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

935 SALMON RIVER ROAD, SALMON ARM, BC   V1E 3G3 

PHONE: 250-832-8282    FAX: 250-833-1167 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Principal’s Message for January, 2018 
 

The staff at Silver Creek hope you all had a wonderful winter break and enjoyed some of the beautiful winter weather.  
The children are thrilled to have some snow to play with outside. We have reminded our students that they need to show 
respect for self and dress for the weather. Our growing sliding hill will be open for recess and noon sledding only. We 
have a large number of crazy carpets to share and discourage kids bringing in their own from home as this often causes 
conflict with other students.  Kids will need to have snow pants and mitts on in order to slide.  
 
Report Cards went home prior to the break and students are returning their envelopes to their teachers. We hope you and 
your child had a chance to discuss the report card together and see the areas where improvements are needed and celebrate 
successes and hard work.  Please contact your child’s teacher for updates as the term moves forward, staying on top of 
concerns and working as a team to “fix” problems is the best plan for success. When children see the school and the home 
as a partnership in learning, there is a far greater chance for academic success.  
 
January is an important month in school as new skills become engrained with steady practice. Please help your child be 
prepared for school by signing the daily agenda, reading with your child every night and ensuring they get lots of sleep 
and good nutrition. Cold and flu season is still among us so please keep your child home if they are sick.  Remember to 
call the school when your child will be away from school. 
 
We continue working on our school goals and have seen some definite improvements in both our school goals in the first 
term.  Read about the strategies teachers and students have employed so far. 
Goal #1 To improve reading skills 
Goal #2 To improve student behaviour 
 
 
If you ever have any questions, concerns or just want to chat, feel free to give me a call, stop by the school or e-mail me at 
kmazur@sd83.bc.ca 
 
Sincerely, 
       
Kirsten Mazur 
Principal 
  
 

 
Academic Excellence in Term 1 
Recognition of hard work and academic excellence is important so this year we are recognizing students in Kindergarten 
to grade 8 who have succeeded in achieving excellence (all A’s or 4’s) on core academic subjects (Reading, Writing, 
Numeracy) as well as managing to demonstrate good work habits. This term we are congratulating 3 students who have 
achieved this level of performance. Congratulations to Emily Morozoff, Ky Ralston and Julie Morrison. Teachers have 
discussed this level of achievement with their students and discussed ways to work towards academic excellence.  
 
 

Winter Recreation 
This month our intermediates are participating in Winter Recreation events. Mrs. Klassen is 
taking our grade 4 and 5’s to Larch Hills for Cross Country Skiing lessons for three separate 
sessions. We are grateful for brand new equipment supplied by Skookum Cycle and Ski and 
paid for by our PAC and a grant we received from the Larch Hills Nordic Society.  
Mr. Ralston is taking the grade 6,7,8’s up to Silver Star for 3 days of lessons and fun. These 
opportunities are invaluable in teaching new skills and help to manage stress and anxiety by 
getting outdoors for winter exercise.  

 



 
Basketball 
We are thrilled to have a grade 4-5 team playing basketball this year. Mrs. Klassen will be coaching this team and learning 
how to play basketball during their PE lessons. Home and away games will be advertised. 
Our grade 6-7-8 basketball team will once again be coached by Mr. Ralston. The games will be played one a week 
beginning January 25 at Falkland. Come out and cheer for our athletes! 
 
 

 
The week of January 20-27 is the annual Unplug and Play week where we try to spend more time doing things and less 
time on a screen. We will be organizing a variety of events that week so stay tuned and come and join us for some fitness 
and literacy events. We challenge you to reduce the amount of phone, TV and computer screen time that week and instead 
get moving and spend time with family and friends. We hope you can join us for some events we have planned with our 
students that week. More information will follow.  

 
 
 

Improvement in Reading and Behaviour 
I was pleased to see the first term data of this school year show a general improvement in 
reading skills across the grades as well as student behaviour and social responsibility.  We are 
comparing data from last year using the BC Performance Standards for reading, writing, 
numeracy and social responsibility.  
 
Our school improvement plan identifies these two areas in need of improvement and we have 
put resources and time towards this mission. Some strategies that teachers have adopted 

include school wide buddy reading where younger students are paired with an older student to read books at their level 
three times a week, home reading programs in the younger grades, assembly focus on reading strategies and ‘good books’, 
teachers’ work with the district reading teacher to develop strategies for kids who struggle, and increased teacher time 
working with small groups of kids “at risk” in reading.  
 
We have seen an improvement in behaviour as well this term. There has been a decrease in office referrals and an increase 
in kids demonstrating positive behaviour. We have begun a school wide focus on positive behaviour where expected 
behaviours are taught, practiced and rewarded the last two weeks of each month. We have used ‘Caught Ya!’ tickets to 
highlight and reward kids who are acting in a safe, kind and respectful manner. This has been very positive and kids look 
forward to earning a ticket for doing the right thing. We have also had 2 Parent Support Workshops here at school to help 
parents deal with issues that make raising kids difficult. Later this month, we will be hosting the third workshop and invite 
all of you to attend. More information will follow.  
 
Criminal Record Checks 
The school district requires mandatory Criminal Record Checks for all parent drivers and volunteers who will be working 
or travelling without direct school staff supervision. Our school district will pay the $25 fee for this check. If you would 
like to have this done so that you can be one of our parent drivers or helpers in the school, please pick up a letter from the 
school to take to the detachment in Salmon Arm.  We appreciate our parent volunteers.  
 
Ready, Set, Learn 
Families of 3 and 4 year olds are invited to attend a Ready, Set, Learn event which will take place in every 
elementary school in the North Okanagan-Shuswap between January and March 2018.  Ready, Set, Learn is a 
free early learning event for families and caregivers with children who are 3 and 4 years old All families will 
receive free books and a kit of materials and resources to help support their child’s early learning experiences. 
Families will learn about Kindergarten readiness skills.  All families are encouraged to pre-register for the event 
at their local school or contact Jennifer Findlay at 250-833-2095 or jfindlay@sd83.bc.ca for more information. 
Silver Creek Elementary’s Ready Set Learn event will take place on Monday, March 12 at 1-2 pm.  
 
 

 
Everyone is welcome to attend our next PAC meeting Wednesday, January 17, at 2:00. Hot lunch (pulled pork 
sandwiches) will also be served as a fundraiser that day.  
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On the Horizon  
January 8: School resumes 
January 22, 29, Feb.5:  Grade 678 Silver Star skiing/snowboarding 
January 11, 18, 25: Grade 4-5 to Larch Hills Cross Country Skiing 
January 17: PAC meeting and hot lunch 
January 26: Super Bowl Friday (hot lunch) 
February 7: Gymnastics at Silver Creek begins 
February 16: Super Bowl Friday (hot lunch) 
February 23: Pro-D day, students do not attend school 
March 14: Second Term Reports go home 
March 19-April 3: Spring Break vacation 
April 5: Swimming lessons for K-grade 5 begin 
April 26: Student Led Conferences  
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
January 18, Thursday, at 11 am local author Wanda Vincent will read her Christian children's picture book 'Grumpy-bumpy 
Bob's Great Day' with children in the library.  Enjoyable listening for all, the story is aimed at children ages 2 years to 6 years. 
and will last about half an hour. 
All welcome to attend, just drop in.  FREE event. 
 
January 27, Saturday, 2 pm to 6 pm.  Silver Creek Art Exhibition of works by local artists at the Silver Creek Seniors' Hall.  
Refreshments available.  Prepare to be awed and astounded by the creative endeavors of your community.  All welcome, 
FREE event. 
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 2 pm - Art Workshop with guide Dragana Gujic.  This event is for adults.  Supplies provided.  All 
welcome, sign up encouraged by emailing silvercreek@orl.bc.ca. 
FREE event. 
 
The opening hours at the Silver Creek Library have been reduced to 8 hours a week from 15.  The new schedule will start on 
January 16, 2018.  Please check the Silver Creek Community Forum for the new opening times. 

 
Community News 
 
LASS Family Literacy Day 
Family Literacy Day® – January 27th  

Family Literacy Day® is a national awareness initiative created by ABC Life Literacy Canada in 1999 
and held annually on January 27 to raise awareness of the importance of reading and engaging in 
other literacy-related activities as a family.  
Taking time every day to read or do a learning activity is crucial to a child’s development, improving a child’s 
literacy skills dramatically, and can help a parent improve their skills as well. Barbara Reid, award-winning 
Canadian author and illustrator, is the Honorary Chair of Family Literacy Day! For more information on Family 
Literacy Day, visit www.abclifeliteracy.ca/family-literacy. 
 
There is a myriad of events across the district that are free of charge or low cost for families to take part in. See the 
passport that your child will be bringing home next week for details.  

 
Caleb and Jacob reading during Buddy Reading
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