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Silver Creek History 
 

• Silver Creek Elementary is a rural school, 22 kilometres southwest of Salmon Arm. 
• The school is located on 8.7 acres of land with playing fields, a forested area, a tennis 

court, two adventure playgrounds and other equipment. 
• The community is a mixture of old and new families, as some of the parents and even 

grandparents attended the original Silver Creek School, which is still housed on our 
property. This original building is now being used by a branch of the Okanagan Regional 
Library. 

• The student population has fluctuated a great deal since it first opened in 1976, from a 
high of 137 students in 2002 to next year’s projection of 76 students. 

• Our students come from families who live on farms, small holdings and in two mobile home 
parks, all within our catchment area. 

• The families represented at our school are predominately Caucasian and English-
speaking with a wide socio-economic spectrum. 

• Several of our families have parents working away from home; other families find seasonal 
employment. 

• The majority of our students are bussed to school, some as far as 15 kilometres. 
• Silver Creek Elementary will be staffed with four classroom teachers, a Learning Resource 

Teacher, a  Music Teacher, a  Teacher-Librarian, four Certified Education Assistants, one 
secretary and one custodian.   Itinerant staff members include a Speech and Language 
Pathologist, an Area Counsellor and an Indigenous Education Worker.  The Principal is 
assigned a part time teaching assignment    

• Silver Creek Elementary has an active Parent Advisory Council, which meets every month. 
Through various fund raising activities, the PAC is able to provide financial support to 
students and staff for purchases and in support of various school programs.  As well, they 
provide advisory assistance to the staff and parents of the school. 

• Many parents, relatives and community members are involved in supporting the school 
with their time and talents, through volunteering in classrooms, on field trips and other 
school events. 

• In the summer of 1998, the Salmon River Valley endured a horrific forest fire that 
destroyed many acres of forest and caused havoc to the families and their properties.  Our 
school grounds were used as a base camp by the local, regional and provincial firefighters. 
Again, in the summer of 2003, many families were evacuated, or on alert due to severe 
fires encroaching on this area. 

• For the last two springs, the Salmon River has flooded, causing damage to many 
residents’ homes and property 

Silver Creek School Mission Statement 
Our mission is to provide a rich, nurturing and differentiated environment in a diverse multiage 

learning community where students feel safe and cared for. We create and support an 
environment where students are taught and practice self-regulation skills, personal and social 

problem solving and restitution. 

Silver Creek School Improvement Plan 2018-2019 
Learning goal #1: To improve writing skills in all areas of the curriculum.  
Learning Goal #2 Develop Independent Work Habits 
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Bell Schedule 

Kindergarten-grade 7   Grade 8 

7:57   First Bell   7:57 

8:02   Start   8:02 

9:35   Recess  none 

11:30-12:15  Lunch  11:30-12:05 

1:55   Dismissal 1:55 

Before School 
1. Students are expected to remain outside before school with all of their belongings unless 

the weather is inclement (at the discretion of the school principal). 

2. Supervision begins at 7:45 every morning. If students arrive prior to this time they are 
asked to come into the office to report they are here. 

3. Teachers will assign a designated area for students to line up outside so that they can 
be welcomed and greeted by their teacher each morning at the bell.  

 Recess and Noon 
1. The guideline for “IN” days during cold weather is minus 15 degrees Celsius.  As well, 

wind chill and any other weather related factors of that day are considered. 

2. All students are expected to go outside for recess and noon hour unless they have a 
note from their parents or with their teacher’s direct permission.  Students staying in 
must be supervised by a staff member.   

3. Students are expected to dress for the weather and will be expected to go outside to 
play.  

4. Students are required to play in the fenced areas of the school grounds.  The ‘out of 
bounds’ areas include the front parking lot and the front of the school.  

5. During school hours, students are not to leave the school or playground for any reason 
without the direct permission from a staff member, or unless they have a note signed by 
their parent/guardian.  Students need to be “Signed IN” and “Signed OUT” at the office in 
these situations. Students are not allowed to go to the store during school hours. 

6. Students are to go home directly after school unless taking a bus or attending an extra-
curricular event supervised by a staff member. 

7. Students are expected to eat lunch in their own classrooms. 
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Playground Safety 

1. Students are expected to keep their hands and feet to themselves and are encouraged 
to play cooperatively and respectfully. 

2. Rough play such as tackle football, king of the mountain, play fighting or wrestling are 
not permitted. 

3. If a ball should go out of the school grounds, students must ask a supervisor to retrieve it 
for them. 

4. Students are encouraged to play in a variety of areas including our forest area. Students 
are expected to build, climb and explore their natural environment. 

5. Kindergarten children have specific boundaries for play to allow staff to adequately 
supervise our youngest students.  After spring break, kindergarten children are free to 
explore the entire playground.  

6. Students are expected to follow the Code of Conduct and follow the rules for respect and 
safety. 

Electronics 
Electronic devices such as cell phones, remote control toys, iPods, and computers must be 
kept in the students’ backpack and only brought out with permission from their teacher. 
These items are permitted on the bus before and after school and on field trips. 

These items can be a distraction to students and create problems when they go missing or 
are broken. In addition, we have concerns about student safety and privacy when photos 
are taken of students at school. 

Student Telephone 
Students must have a “Phone Pass” from a teacher to use the telephone. Please make 
arrangements for going to friends’ houses the night before. 

Dress Code 
• Indoor shoes need to be worn indoors to keep our floors clean and in good shape. Non 

marking gym shoes need to be worn in the gym. 

• Shoes must have non-marking soles. 

• Clothing worn at school should be appropriate for the weather, provide protection, allow 
freedom of movement, and promote positive feelings about themselves while respecting 
others. 

• Hats will be removed for the singing of our national anthem and when expected when 
visiting other schools or as directed by the teacher.  

• Students who are not dressed appropriately for school will be asked to cover up with a 
sweater or t-shirt or change clothes, as required. 
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Bus Transportation and Walking/Cycling
1. Transportation department can be reached at 250-832-9415 for inquiries of bus routes and 

new bus registrations. 

2. Students entering or leaving the school grounds before and after school are asked to walk 
cautiously to the road and stay on the left hand side when walking on the road. 

3. Bicycles, scooters and skateboards must be walked when on the school grounds. 

4. Bicycles and scooters must be stored at the front of the school by the fence.  

5. All students riding bicycles and scooters to and from school must wear a CSA approved 
helmet. 

6. Students within walking distance are expected to leave the playground right after school so 
that parents know they are safe. 

7. The School bus is considered to be part of our school, just like a classroom, and bus drivers 
and supervisors are considered to be members of our school staff.  Inappropriate behavior on 
the bus or while getting on or off the bus at bus stops may result in a bus discipline memo. 

8.  Students are expected to listen to the directions/requests of the bus driver. The bus driver may 
issue a bus memo for misbehavior which needs to be signed by the parent prior to resuming 
bus riding privileges. If a student receives 3 bus memos, they may lose bus riding privileges for 
the year. 

9.  When students who normally do not ride the bus wish to take the bus to a friends or other 
stop, parents must write a note explaining this and which stop the child is getting off at.  

10.  Kindergarten students must be met by an adult at their designated bus stop. 

 

Parent Drop off and Pick up 
• Parent vehicles must be parked in front of the fence or along the back of the library. We are 

enforcing new parking arrangements to free up space for parents and buses to drive around.  

•  “Kiss and Go” - If you are dropping off your child in the morning, you can pull up to the fence 
and then “kiss goodbye” and leave so the bus lane remains clear.  

• If you wish to leave your vehicle and come into the school or walk your child to the door, 
please part along the annex or regular parking lot.

Life Threatening Allergies 
Silver Creek School is a “Peanut and Nut Product Aware” zone.  We request that parents avoid 
sending nuts including “peanuts and nut products” in lunches or snacks.  A number of students and 
staff members in our school have a severe life-threatening allergy to peanuts and nut products.   
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Medications 
If your child requires the administration of any medication while at school, staff must be informed and 
your doctor must complete the required forms which are available at our school office.  

Student Injuries and First Aid 
Staff members who have first aid training are always available to deal with minor injuries. Parents will 
be informed in the case of any problem that may require additional attention. We also will inform the 
home if a student has received any bumps on the head. 

Head Lice 
Please check your children's hair on a regular basis for head lice. This parasite is a regular nuisance 
in all schools from time to time. Once a child has been treated with an anti-lice shampoo, and is void 
of live lice and nits, he or she may return to school. If you require information as to the treatment of 
head lice, please give us a call. We have a public health nurse available as a resource. 

Communication 
• Newsletters are sent out at the beginning of each month and will be emailed to you. If you 

would like a paper copy please indicate this in the forms sent home the first week.  

• Our school home page can be found at scr@sd83.bc.ca where newsletters, school goals, 
upcoming events and parent and student links can be found. 

• We have a Facebook page that we update with current and upcoming events at 
https://www.facebook.com/silvercreekschool/  

• We use Synervoice phone messaging system when information needs to be sent quickly to 
your telephone or cell number 

• Student agendas will be student-created this year to support our school goal of promoting 
independent work habits. Please read and sign the agenda each night 

• Parents and guardians are encouraged to visit the school often and make contact with the 
classroom teacher to discuss concerns before they become bigger issues 

Parent Advisory Council (PAC) 
Our PAC meets once per month and all parents and guardians are encouraged to attend to learn more 
about the school and upcoming events, Ministry of Education information and fundraising activities. 
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School Fees 
Listed below are the permissible and requested school fees in compliance with provincial legislation.  
A financial hardship policy exists within School District 83 for families unable to afford school fees.  In 
order to access this District Support Program, please contact Mrs. Mazur. 
 
Due by October 31, 2018      
COMBINED TOTAL OF PERMISSIBLE AND REQUESTED FEES:  
       Grades K-5    $46 

Grades 6              $66 
Grades 7-8    $26 

Dispute Resolution 

Resolving Issues: Steps to Follow When Resolving Issues at School (A Check List for 
Parents)  

• act as soon as possible, do not let the problem remain unresolved  

• listen carefully to what your child is saying, try to understand all view points on the 
issue and do your best to look at this issue logically, leaving your emotions out of the 
picture for the time being; this can be challenging at times  

• determine clearly in your mind what the issue is, establish what the facts are and 
what information may be missing  

• decide if your child needs your support or if he/she can resolve the issue by 
themselves  

• if you act on your child’s behalf, when possible and appropriate, first bring the 
concerns to the teacher or staff member directly involved  

• clearly identify the purpose of your contact, including your understanding of the 
issue; listen carefully to what the other person has to say  

• if a resolution is not reached, the concern should then be brought to the immediate 
supervisor (e.g. Principal)  

• if the problems cannot be resolved at the school level, you may wish to contact the 
Director of Instruction at the School District Office at 250-832-2157 
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