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Principal’s Message 
 
Hello Silver Creek Families: We sure did not think we would have a spring break and Easter like this one. 
From all of us at school we want you to know we miss your children a great deal; and our thoughts are 
with all of our Silver Creek families who hunker down in isolation from the Covid 19 Pandemic.  
Life in schools comes from kids and staff learning and working together and without kids our school is 
not a school.  
 
We have heard so much about how to prevent the spread of the virus and how to protect ourselves from 
the Coronavirus on the news and social media. People have lost their jobs, businesses have been forced to 
close and of course, schools were forced to close to the public. All of this happened in under a month and 
we are all reeling from the impact to our own lives. I miss the sounds and energy of students and teachers 
working and learning. Mrs. Webster and I will be here answering phones and helping teachers and parents 
sort through the changes. Call if you have any questions or concerns or just want to chat.  
 
Teachers have been contacting families and preparing learning materials. Each teacher in our school 
district has had preliminary conversations with families to enquire about access to internet, essential 
service work status and the need for food support. We have shared this information with our school 
district who has developed a plan and protocols for supervising those children of tier 1 Essential Service 
Workers.  After this week, we should know more about how many children from kindergarten to grade 6 
need supervision or day care needs. Right now the school district is just concentrating on supervision of 
children of parents who are health care or first responder workers. As time goes on they will reassess how 
and when schools can support children from Tier 2 essential service workers as well as students with 
vulnerable and complex needs. More information to follow. 
 
If you ever have any questions, concerns or just want to chat, feel free to give me a call, stop by the 
school or e-mail me at kmazur@sd83.bc.ca 
 
Sincerely, 
       
Kirsten Mazur 
Principal 
 
 
Criteria for Attending School During a Pandemic Control Measures 

The following information was sent out in various forms earlier this month. It is sometimes confusing to 
determine the difference of categories and tiers of Essential Service workers. This information is from 
Emergency Management BC. School Districts will be providing in-school instruction to students in the 
following two categories if support/care is needed by their families.  
Category 1: Children of Essential Services Workers (ESWs) – Ages 5-12. 
Services and supports to ESWs will be prioritized as follows: 
Tier 1:    Healthcare workers and emergency responders 
Tier 2:    Workers supporting vulnerable populations (social workers, income assistance workers) 

· Utilities workers 
· Workers supporting key supply chain functions (grocery store workers, pharmacy workers, 
warehouse workers) 
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Tier 3:    Teachers and childcare workers who do not have access to childcare and who are providing care 
or instruction to the children of ESWs. 

Category 2: Vulnerable Students With Unique Needs   

Hub Schools 

Six schools in our school district have been designated as “Hub” schools where students will be 
supervised up to 8 hours a day while their parent(s) work in a tier one essential service. For now, these 
children (aged 5-12) are only from families where both parents or single parents are tier 1 essential 
service workers who have no child care. Principals, teachers and support staff have been creating 
protocols for these schools with the focus to keep our staff and students safe. Students will have a 
designated workspace and practice how to maintain the required 2-meter distance from others along with 
hand washing procedures. Students bring in their learning materials provided by their own classroom 
teachers to work on. As the process for student attendance while maintaining safety for everyone 
develops, the school district will look at the possibility of providing support to tier 2 ESW. If you have 
any questions, please call me at Silver Creek School.  

Learning At Home 

Teachers have made their first few connections with parents and students 
via email, phone call, or text message. Most parents have arranged for 
their child to work on the learning materials daily, with the goal of 

approximately 5 hours of student learning time each week. Teachers have been sending home weekly 
activities that parents and students can work through at their own pace, other teachers have sent home a 
package of materials and assignments that will take a longer time to complete. The Ministry of Education 
has not specified yet, how we will assess student learning during this odd time and what final report cards 
will look like. These questions are being discussed and worked on at the Ministry level so we will share 
this information when we know. It is important that students continue to read daily, do some writing and 
continue to work on math facts. Literacy, Numeracy and Well-being in the focus for home learning at this 
time. We may add other subjects in the coming months but families are doing an amazing job creating 
learning opportunities and connections with their children. Many families have told me that they are 
spending more quality time with their children than they ever have, that is the silver lining, I guess. 
Teachers are hoping to have verbal contact with their students as well so please set up a time with your 
child’s teacher when a good time is to call and discuss learning with your child.  

Silver Creek School Website https://scr.sd83.bc.ca/ 

Please check out the newly added Library Learning Commons link set up by our teacher 
librarian, Ms. Billard. There are a number of great resources including World Book 

Online and Virtual Learning where there are oodles of great sites and learning opportunities for students.  

 
Design Challenge for April 
We had 16 catapults for our month-end design challenge this month. Students are 
encouraged to plan, make and test a design of the month then show it off at a whole 
school presentation. Thanks so much to parents who undoubtedly have helped to create 
these excellent projects. We had homemade slingshots, aluminum and wood creations as 
well as elastic and stick frame catapults. The students cheered loudly and saw some 

amazing talent. 
 This month we are encouraging students to create their own kite. The weather is perfect for pitching a 
kite and we would love for you to take a photo of your kite or a video of it flying. Don’t forget to add 
some pizzazz or colour to your kite. We will have a design challenge every month.  Send them to 
kmazur@sd83.bc.ca and I will share them on our Facebook Page and in our next newsletter.  
For more ideas go to: https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Kite-for-Kids  
 
 

Technology 
One of the questions teachers asked parents when the initial phone calls were made 
was if you had internet and a way for students to access online learning 
opportunities. Most of our Silver Creek families (95%) said you had internet of some 

kind, some with intermittent connectivity. If you think it would be beneficial for your child to have an 
ipad or mini laptop (chrome book) to use for their home learning, please contact me and we can discuss 
borrowing one.  
 

https://scr.sd83.bc.ca/
mailto:kmazur@sd83.bc.ca
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Kite-for-Kids
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Silver Creek Teachers and Support Staff, How did you spend your Easter 
Weekend? 

 
Ms. Schneider: I had an awesome dinner with my family on Easter Sunday. I decorated Easter eggs with 
my son and daughter and coloured in pictures that my daughter drew. 
 

 
Mrs. Ralston: I had a nice weekend gardening. (Mrs. 
Ralston grew this amazing amaryllis!)  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Ms. Banman: this will be the most boring story ever, but that's ok! My family is all in Manitoba so I just 
spent my holiday weekend between Kamloops and Vernon with Jon.  We went for a lot of hikes and 
went for a bike ride around Wood Lake. 

 

Mrs. Mazur: I spent the weekend with three of my kids (Jenna 
has been home since mid-March, away from the big city). We 
cooked, played Yahtzee and cribbage, made cinnamon buns and 
went for bike rides.  
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Jill: We had an Easter Egg hunt in our yard and spent time with our rabbits, 
goats, baby ducks and chickens. We had a roast beef dinner. It was 
delicious!  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          
 
Mrs. Webster: On the weekend my niece helped me with the 
chores feeding and watering all the animals and before dinner I sit 
down and have a visit with them in the sun.  Beautiful Easter days. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Silverson: I spent a relaxing weekend at home with my husband, two sons, and two cats. We 
did an Easter egg hunt, and yard work. I also noticed crocuses have started appearing! 

 

 
 
Chelsey:  
Just wanted to pass along this photo of myself, and my newly 
finished talking stick. I spent the last two weeks finding, carving, 
and painting my new talking stick. 
Looking forward to when we are all together again to use it in 
our circles. 
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PAC 

Thanks to our PAC for organizing the Easter Purdy’s orders and the spring flower orders. “Please feel 
free to support our school with this fantastic fundraiser. Let us help you get your plants for your yard 
and garden. Orders must be in by April 20, 2020. Will be available to pick up may 4 afternoon. 
Delivery is possible if pre arranged. We ask that you only pay via etransfer to keep this safe for all 
the volunteers involved as we promise to follow safe protocol with pick up and delivery aswell. 
Thanks so much for the support.” Contact Jessica Walters for more information or visit the Silver 
Creek Elementary PAC group on Facebook.  

 

 

Home Learning from some of Ms. Banman’s students! Keep sending 
photos! 
 
 

 

\ 
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