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Happy New Year! 
 

Here’s wishing you and your family a new year full of wonderful memories as well as health and good 
fortune. We are all hopeful that this pandemic will be over in the near future. We have carved out new 
routines for ourselves in every way and have had to remake our routines and ways of doing things, This 
reminds me of how resilient we are, how we can weather storms much better when we have a supportive 
community of family, co-workers and friends. I thank you all for adjusting to our new way of doing 
things at Silver Creek and being ever so supportive of your children.  
 
We have a bit more snow than we had before winter break and the beginning of a snow hill thanks to 
Alyssa Zettergreen for building the hill for us. Once we get some more snow it will be perfect for sliding. 
We have had many tree branches break over the holiday so we will need to assess the damage before our 
kids can play freely in the forest.  
 
January is an important month in school as the halfway mark of the school year. Teachers will be working 
hard to assess children’s skills in literacy and math and students will be busy practicing their skills and 
completing assignments.  As we work to meet the goals of our School Improvement Plan, students should 
be working on basic math concepts at home as well as school.  
 

School Improvement Plan 2020-2021 
Goal #1 To improve math skills 

Goal #2 To develop the core competency of Personal Awareness and Responsibility 
 
 
If you ever have any questions, concerns or just want to chat, feel free to give me a call, stop by the 
school or e-mail me at kmazur@sd83.bc.ca 
 
Sincerely, 
       
Kirsten Mazur 
Principal 
 
 

Thank you! 
A big thank you to Ms. Schneider and her leadership group of hardworking 
kids for organizing all the activities during the last week of school. We had 
candy grams, food drive, basket raffle and a scrumptious Christmas dinner. 
So many hands went into making these events possible, Thanks to our parents 
for the donations of items to our baskets as well as food, gifts and cash for 

our 3 community hampers. I was blown away at the amount of items this year. What a generous and kind 
community!  Thank you to Mrs.Webster for leading the annual Christmas meal and the moms who came 
in, masked up and served food to our students. It was different not eating as a school family but delicious 
anyways.  The Leadership fundraised a total of _$520. This money will be used to support programs and 
events for our students.  
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Covid -19 Update and Reminders 
All schools in our district will be having a safety plan audit carried out by school district Safety Manager, 
Brenda MaCay in the coming weeks. The school safety plan is continually updated as we see the need for 
changes to our policy or recommendations come down from the Ministry of Health and the Centre for 
Disease Control. Our current safety plan can be viewed on our website  https://scr.sd83.bc.ca/ 
 
Changes and reminders are being shared with all staff and students. Here are a few important ones: 

1. Please keep your child at home if they show any signs associated with Covid-19  (From BCcdc) 
• Fever or chills  
• Cough 
• Loss of sense of smell or taste 
• Difficulty breathing 

Other symptoms may include: 
• Sore throat 
• Loss of appetite 
• Extreme fatigue or tiredness 
• Headache 
• Body aches 
• Nausea or vomiting 
• Diarrhea 

 
2. Students can play with children in other cohorts if they can stay 2 meters from each other. If they 

cannot keep this distance then we require them to wear a mask. 
3. Parents and guests entering the building please stop and talk to the secretary. If you need to speak 

to your child, we will retrieve them for you and bring them to the office.  
4. Parents and guests must wear a mask upon entering the school building, sign in to the new log 

book and sanitize your hands.  
5. All students need a water bottle at school. Please send them a clean water bottle with their name 

on it to fill up at our water filling station.  
6.  

  

Farewell Ms. West 
Ms West is having a baby and will be leaving her teaching duties beginning January 18. We will miss her 
positive energy very much at school but we wish her all the best with her new bundle of joy arriving in 
February! We welcome Mr. Matthew Houghland to our teaching staff in replacement of Ms. West. 
Matthew is new to Salmon Arm, recently moving from Burnaby with his wife and two children. Matthew 
is thrilled to be joining our teaching staff and looks forward to meeting his new students and families.  

 
Brain Bikes 
A huge thank you to our PAC and Shuswap Rotary for the generous purchase 
of three new brain bikes that we use for self-regulation and exercise. The 
stationary bikes are of excellent quality and now each classroom has access to 
one. We have three youth and one adult bike.  
 
 
 

 
Middle Years Development Instrument (MDI) 
This month students in grade 5 and 8 will be filling in the MDI survey which is an annual survey aimed at 
middle years students. Questions pertaining to self esteem, health, friendships, eating habits and 
community and school connections. The information is anonymous and is used to find areas of strength 
and struggle within our middle school aged students. Trends will be shared once the survey is complete.  
 
Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) 
The FSA is administered every year to students in grade 4 and 7 as a way to see how we are doing in 
literacy and numeracy. The 6 different sections of the  assessment will be administered by teachers and 
the results will be shared with families. This will happen in early February.  
 
 
 

https://scr.sd83.bc.ca/
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-topics/fevr4
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-topics/fevr4
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Cribbage Boards Needed 
We will be starting a cribbage club this month and are in need of used boards with pegs. If you have any 
to spare please consider donating them to our club. Cribbage is a great game to practice math facts and 
strategy.  
 

 
The week of January 24-30 is the annual Unplug and Play week where we try to spend more time doing 
things and less time on a screen. We will be organizing a variety of events that week.  We challenge you 
to reduce the amount of phone, TV and computer screen time that week and instead, get moving and 
spend time playing games, reading and getting outside. . More information will follow.  
 

 
 
 Please remember not to park along the bus lane in front of the school. Drop off zone is 
located closer to the school stairs and we are asking parents to pull up alongside of the 
fence, drop off your child and drive out. Please do not back out in this area.  This will 
help improve safety for other students being dropped and for staff walking into the 
school.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Everyone is welcome to attend our next PAC meeting on Friday January 22, most likely virtual. Let us 
know if you wish to attend, I will send you a link to the Teams meeting.  Pizza  lunch will also be served 
on Friday, January 15   
A big thank you to our PAC for organizing the Purdy’s fundraiser, cookie dough and Poinsettias. At the 
next meeting we will hear how much money was raised from these fundraisers.  The PAC recently 
donated $1200 to cost share 3 new brain bikes with the Shuswap Rotary Club.  

 
 
On the Horizon  
January 6: School resumes 
January 15: PAC Hot lunch-Pizza 
January 22: PAC meeting  
January 20: Buster Bus Presentation to grade 1-2 
January 24: LASS Unplug and Play week begins, Caught Ya Week! 
January 25: Wheel chairs at school 
January 29: Super Friday (hot lunch) 
February 11: Term 2 Report Cards go home, PAC Hot Lunch day 
February 12: Pro-D day, students do not attend School 
February 15: Family Day 
February 22: SASS-Jackson meeting with all grade 8;s, Caught Ya week begins 
February 26: Super Friday 
 
 


