
SILVER CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

935 SALMON RIVER ROAD, SALMON ARM, BC   V1E 3G3 

PHONE: 250-832-8282    FAX: 250-833-1167 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Principal’s Message for February 2 
 
January went by like a flash and here we are at the beginning of February and hoping for a short winter.  I hope all of you 
are keeping well amidst a pandemic that has been going on far too long. We need to keep reminding ourselves to stay 
connected even though we cannot physically be together in many of the ways we are used to. The power of connection is 
something I truly believe in, along with gratitude and finding ways to find joy in our everyday, often, mundane lives. I 
hope you can find ways each day to exercise and recharge, say aloud the things you are grateful for and let the special 
people in your life know why they matter to you.  
 
I continue to be grateful for an amazing, supportive community of parents, teachers and support staff. Our school 
community is special and always put forth time and effort to bring joy to our learners.  Our Unplug and Play week was 
one of those examples of teachers working together to celebrate Literacy week even though we could not do it in typical 
multi-age fashion. The students were great and showed a great attitude and participation in all of the activities we put on 
last week.  
 
This month teachers will be writing report cards that will go home March 11. We are getting used to a new reporting 
format using the new student management system called MyEd. The report card is generated through this system and is 
new to all of us. We hope you find the new reporting format informative. 
 
February contains a Professional Development day along with Family Day.  
  
If you ever have any questions, concerns or just want to chat, feel free to give me a call, stop by the school or e-mail me at 
kmazur@sd83.bc.ca 
 
Sincerely, 
       
Kirsten Mazur 
Principal 
 
Unplug and Play 
I hope that you saw some of the amazing photos of last week’s activities. We celebrated literacy and play each day with a 
school wide activity. We walked to the Salmon River, read together, played sports on wheelchairs, painted to music and 
created egg parachutes. Please check out our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/silvercreekschool  or search 
Silver Creek elementary school.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/silvercreekschool


Work Habit Awards 
One of our school goals is Personal Awareness and Social Responsibility. Teachers have been teaching what this core 
competency means and how students can monitor their own behavior and work habits in class. We are recognizing 
students that show or are improving specific work habits in responsibility, collaboration and independence. This month 
these students are being recognized: 
 
Division 4- Kayla V. Hailey M., Adelyn B. 
Division 3: Harper B., Danika P., Nikolas S. 
Division 2: Samantha M., William G., Eve C. 
Division 1: Kobe C., Laya V.  
 
 
Changes to Staffing 
We are sad to say farewell to CEA, Virginia Dawson who has been with us since last fall. Virginia has taken a job closer 
to home and we wish her all the very best.  We welcome back Kelly McDonald, CEA who was with us in previous years 
until she moved to the north with her family. It is wonderful to have Kelly back with us. We will be posting Virginia’s 
vacancy and hope to have a replacement soon.  
 
 
Report Cards 
Second term report cards will be coming home in March instead of mid-February. Teachers are learning the new system 
of reporting using MyEducation BC. The new report card will be used across the district, Kindergarten to grade 8 and uses 
the Proficiency Scale to measure growth in all subject areas. The course overview and curricular competencies are 
embedded within each subject area instead of a separate course overview.  More information will be shared in March prior 
to report cards being issued.  
 
 
COVID-19 Updates 
We are crossing our fingers that the Covid virus does not affect our school operation. Many schools in our district have 
had positive cases and some classes or individuals are isolating due to exposure. If you are aware of any positive Covid 
cases that are linked to our school, please give me a call so I can implement our safety plan and communicate this 
information with Interior Health and our School district personnel. For current information of school exposures please 
visit  https://news.interiorhealth.ca/news/school-exposures/ 
 

 
Brain Bikes 
Thanks to the Shuswap Rotary Club and our PAC for purchasing three more brain bikes. These 
high quality stationary bikes are available for students to use for exercise and self-regulation. 
There is always someone on these bikes taking a break or pedaling while reading.  
 
 

 
Wheelchairs  
We are enjoying the 12 wheelchairs delivered to our school last week. The chairs are from Kid Sport, which promotes 
fitness and inclusion of people with disabilities. The chairs are sport chairs and used in wheelchair basketball and other 
sports. We have the wheelchairs for 3 weeks.  
 
Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) 
The FSA is a standardized tool to assess basic literacy and numeracy skills of cohorts across the province. Students in 
grades 4 and 7 participate in a series of exams used to assess how well our own students are doing on curricular concepts 
in math, reading and writing. Parents receive the results of how well their child is doing in comparison to other students in 
the same grade and age. The FSA tests will begin mid-February.  
 
Middle Years Development Instrument (MDI) 
The MDI is an anonymous self-assessment tool used to measure physical-social-emotional health among middle year’s 
students. This year the survey is given to students in grade five and eight. A notice went home to those families late 
November. We use information from the MDI to uncover  trends of how our youth are dealing with peer conflict, 
relationships, self-esteem, food security and levels of happiness.  
 
Kindergarten Registration 
Kindergarten registration is formally held in October but we are still getting late registrations for Kindergarten starting 
this September 2021. If you are aware of children in our community who will be turning 5 by the end of December, 2021, 
please have them contact the school for information on how to register for Kindergarten. So far, we have 11 youngsters 
registered for school. 
 
 
 

https://news.interiorhealth.ca/news/school-exposures/


 
Water bottles and Toys 
This is a reminder to please send a water bottle with your child each week and wash it over the weekend. Many students 
forget their bottle and need to borrow from the office, where we have limited supply. If you have extra water bottles we 
can have, we will sanitize them and use them for this purpose.  
We have been having problems with students bringing toys from home and playing with them at school. This is a problem 
for many reasons: it distracts learning of everyone in the class as students often go to their backpacks and show/play with 
the items during class time, and they can get broken, lost or taken by another child, which can cause major upsets. Please 
support us and not allow your child to bring toys to school. After school, if parents are supervising, they are welcome to 
play with toys that are delivered by parents while playing on the playground.  
 

 
Pink Shirt Day 
February 24 is the annual Pink Shirt Day to promote tolerance and respect of others and stop 
bullying. The students will be discussing peaceful conflict resolution in their classes and we 
are planning to observe the day by encouraging everyone to wear a pink shirt. Our leadership 
club will be promoting kindness and making a special bulletin board to display kind messages 
given to others. Please help your child to find a pink shirt to wear for this day.  
 

 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend our next PAC meeting on Friday, February 19 at 12:30. The meeting will be virtual using 
TEAMS so please let me know if you would like to join and I will send you an email with an invite. We have a few 
fundraisers starting soon, Purdy’s chocolates for Easter and spring flowers. WEST Coast Seeds orders went home recently 
as well. Our PAC has been very generous with supporting our teachers and programs at school.   
 
The PAC has recently cost shared 12 new chrome books for our intermediate students and of course, purchased the 
Shuswap Rotary Brain Bikes for $1200.  Fundraising efforts go to support these initiatives. If you have bottles for 
recycling, the PAC will sort and take them to the depot. Monies are being used to support our hardship fund which helps 
students purchase student supplies and fees, field trips and other school related activities. 
 

 
On the Horizon  
February 11: PAC Food Day: pizza. Valentine’s Day activities 
February 12: Pro-D day, students do not attend school 
February 15: Family Day 
February 19: PAC Meeting, TEAMS, 12:30 
February 22: SASS, Jackson Campus presentation for grade 8’s 
February 24: Pink Shirt Day 
February 26: Super Friday 
March 11: Report Cards Term 2 go home 
March 15-26 Spring Break 
March 29: School resumes 
April 2: Good Friday 
April 5: Easter  
April 19: Pro-D Day. Students do not attend school 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Ways to promote Math Skills at home 
from: http://www.math.com/parents/articles/funmath.html 
 
 
What Are My Chances? 
Grades K-5 
What you'll need 
Two coins, paper, and pencil to keep score 
What to do 
Play these games with your child: 

1. Flip one coin. Every time it comes up heads, your child gets 1 point. Every time it comes up tails, you 
get 1 point. Flip it 50 times. Tally by 5's to make it easier to keep track of scores. The person with the 
most points wins. If one person has 10 points more than the other person does, score an extra 10 
points. Does this happen very often? Why not? 

2. Flip two coins. If the coins come up two tails or two heads, your child 
scores 1 point. If it comes up heads and tails, you get 1 point. After 50 
flips, see who has more points. Do you think the game is fair? What if 
one person received 2 points for every double heads and the other 
person received 1 point for everything else. Is this fair? 

3. Flip one coin. Then flip the other. If the second coin matches the first 
coin, your child scores 1 point. If the second coin doesn't match the first 
coin, you receive 1 point. Try this 50 times. Is the result the same as in 
the previous game? 

Parent Pointer 

 

Understanding probability is essential in many areas of mathematics. Playing games 
that involve chance is one way to explore the laws of probability. 

http://www.math.com/parents/articles/funmath.html


 

 


