
SILVER CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

935 SALMON RIVER ROAD, SALMON ARM, BC   V1E 3G3 

PHONE: 250-832-8282    FAX: 250-833-1167 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Principal’s Message for October 

 
Fall is here and it is already Thanksgiving. I wish you and your family a wonderful weekend 
filled with great food and special time with family.  
 
School is in full swing, and students are busy creating and learning classroom expectations and 
getting to know routines. Our kindergarten children are attending full time and are settling into 
the groove of school. Teachers are working hard to conduct beginning of year assessments in 
reading and math. Interim Report Cards will be going home at the end of the week on Friday 
October 8.  
 
This month we will be learning about Fire Safety and practicing earthquake and fire drills.  
 
School will not be in session on Monday October 11 to celebrate Thanksgiving. Friday October 
22 is the Provincial Professional Development Day so students can enjoy a long weekend. 
 
If you ever have any questions, concerns or just want to chat, feel free to give me a call, stop by 
the school or e-mail me at kmazur@sd83.bc.ca 
 
Sincerely, 
       
Kirsten Mazur 
Principal  
 
Covid Protocols and Changes to the Mask Mandate 
Information has been emailed to all families outlining the new mask wearing requirement for 
students in kindergarten to grade 3, so all students, staff and guests who enter a school district 
building or school bus are expected to be masked. Teachers of young children will be tasked to 
train and monitor the proper use of masks while inside the school. Teachers will be taking their 
classes outdoors as often as possible to get a break from mask wearing. As I am aware, Covid 
and Masks are contentious topics and there are many opinions out there about the efficacy of 
masking to prevent disease. We are all in this together and it puts us all in a difficult position to 
uphold our direction while continuing to provide a learning environment for our students.  Thank 
you for your continued support of our safety practices when it comes to Covid. More information 
will be shared as I receive it.  
 
 

Food Programs at Silver Creek School  
We are working on a program to provide breakfast to students who need 
a little extra in the morning. We now have funding in place to provide a 
piece of fruit for students in the morning. Thank you to the Gidney 
family and Fireweed Camp Catering for the generous donation of food 
items to our school as well as an upright freezer. These items will be 
stored for our breakfast program, cooking programs and hot lunches. 

 
 



Thank you for keeping your child home when they are sick. If your child has a fever, coughing, 
fatigue, sore throat, or diarrhea please keep them home until they are symptom free.  If you are 
unsure of the symptoms, please go to the Center for Disease Control for more information, 
http://www.bccdc.ca/schools 
 
 
Photo Day 
Our photo day is scheduled for Tuesday October 19 with Mountain West 
Studios.  These are individual photos. Class photos and whole school photos 
will take place in the spring. Parents can order copies of photos once the proofs 
are ready. 
  
Parent Connect 
We are still waiting for a large number of parents to go online to Parent Connect to digitally sign 
the forms that are required for students. Please check out the instructions on our website to 
access the link. https://scr.sd83.bc.ca/ 
 
Fire Prevention Week at Silver Creek 

Students will be learning about how to prevent fires in their homes and 
community this week. We have a poster contest open to all students K-8. The 
poster is to highlight the Do’s and Don’ts of Fire Safety and the three lucky 
winners will win a ride to school on Friday, October 8 in one of 3 Silver Creek 
Fire departments fire trucks. The firemen will then stay and observe a fire drill 

later that morning.  A huge thank you to Darcy Blair for organizing this for our students.  
 
Communicating Student Learning 
Please note the following dates that will align with the rest of the School District’s schedule for 
reporting to parents about their child’s learning: 
 
 
October 8   Interim Reports going home (please sign the bottom and return) 
November 18   Report #1 Goal Setting Conference (3 hour early dismissal) 
February 17   Report #2 Report Card 
May 5-6         Interim Reports/Student Led Conferences 
June 23   Report #3 Report card 
 
The first Interim Report Card will be sent home this Friday October 8. Please read it with your 
child, sign the bottom part and return it to school by October 15. If you wish to meet with your 
child’s teacher, please indicate this on the form. Teachers always welcome your questions and 
will strive to reach out in a timely manner with any concerns or questions.  
 
Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) 
The FSA will be administered to all students in grade 4 and 7 as a way to measure yearly progress 
in the area of reading, writing and math. This assessment is used to determine if we are on track in 
teaching grade level content in comparison with the rest of the district and province. Parents will 
receive a snapshot of how your child scored on this assessment. If you have any questions about 
the FSA, please reach out.  
 
Parent Volunteers 
We are thrilled to have our parent helpers back in our school helping in classes or with cooking 
and special projects. Parents who work one on one with children or who offer to drive other 
children to field trips, will need to complete a criminal record check as well as driving and car 
insurance information.  
 
 

http://www.bccdc.ca/schools
https://scr.sd83.bc.ca/


New Staff Members 
We are thrilled to welcome back Rebecca Wallis, CEA. We are now at 3 CEA’s to support 
students. Aaron Fredborg, our Indigenous Outreach Worker is back with us and will work at silver 
Creek every second Friday. Debbie Sprieszl, our early education worker is now working with the 
Kindergarten class and Mrs. Ralston every day.  
 

Inside Shoes 
Please ensure your child has indoor shoes to be used in the gym and 
classroom. As fall and winter weather approach we need to ensure our 
school stays clean. Students are expected to take off their shoes when they 
come into the school. 
 
 
School Improvement Plans 

This year we will continue with our math goal and will be sharing school wide improvement data 
at various PAC meetings throughout the year. Our school Improvement Plan is posted on our 
Website at https://scr.sd83.bc.ca/  
 
Numeracy strategies will be shared with families throughout the year as well as district 
assessments used to measure progress of the math critical concepts.  
  
Kindergarten 2020 Registration 
Tuesday October 12 is next year’s (2022) Kindergarten registration across the district. Help us 
plan early and call or email us to register your child.  All students must register at their 
catchment school. Cross Boundary requests to other schools are held until mid-September when 
we can more accurately count student enrollment. Bring your child’s care card, birth certificate 
and proof of residency. 
 
Grade 6-8 Explorations 
Students in grade 6-8 are exploring explorations each week. Right now, some students are cooking 
with Mrs. Schneider while others are woodworking with Mrs. Mazur. A huge thank you to Mr. 
Swan and Rebecca Heslop who have volunteered their time to help our students build a wooden 
candy dispenser.  
 
Soccer Posts and Baseball Diamond 
Our soccer posts have been remounted on our new irrigated field along with the baseball diamond 
and long jump pit. The grass has survived the hot summer and we look forward to using these 
spaces in our PE classes and breaks.  
                                                                      

 
The Parent Advisory Council or PAC includes each and every parent and guardian of our school. 
The executive meets once per month and welcome all of you to attend these informative 
meetings. President Emily Carlson is supported by Secretary Rebecca Heslop and Kristin Musial, 
Jessica Penner is our treasurer and Jessica Walters organizes all of the food days. These ladies 
work hard to plan events and fundraising as well as provide me with valuable feedback on school 
related issues.   
Our next PAC meeting will be Friday October 15 at 2:10.  
Money raised from fundraising goes toward a variety of yearly activities such as paying for our 
k-5 swimming lessons and gymnastics as well as some field trips, classroom funds and special 
requests such as gymnastics mats and classroom sound systems. The next fundraiser is the 
SCOOPS GOURMET cookie dough and cheesecake. Please take a look at the order form and put 
in your order before October 15. Contact Jessica Penner penner.jessica@gmail.com for more 
information.  
 
 
On the Horizon  
October 4: Fire Prevention Week  
October 8: Fire drill #2 - Interim Report Cards sent home -Silver Creek Fire Department Ride to                          
school Contest 
October 11: Thanksgiving 
October 12: School District Kindergarten Registration (all schools) 
October 14: Pumpkin Patch trip to the Best’s farm – Firedrill #3 

https://scr.sd83.bc.ca/
mailto:penner.jessica@gmail.com


October 15: PAC Taco Lunch, PAC meeting at 2:00. School Clothing orders due 
October 19: Individual Photo Day 
October 21: Earthquake Drill 
October 22: Provincial Pro-D day, no school for students 
October 25: Caught Ya! Week, Grade 6 Immunizations 
October 29: Halloween Celebrations, Souper Friday 
November 5: Photo Retakes 
November 11: Remembrance Day Statutory holiday. Students do not attend school 
November 12: Ministry Professional Development Day. Students do not attend school 
November 18: Goal Setting Report Conference. 3 hour early dismissal. Scholastic Book Fair! 
 
 

 

Orange Shirt Day with Division 2 designs! Thanks to Rebecca Heslop for dying the shirts for the 
students.  

 

 


